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the lengths to which his opponents were prepared to go to destroy
him. Any other stories to the discredit of Ministers in general,
hut above all of Mr. Lloyd George, were sure of a cordial welcome
and a wide currency in circles where the legend that he was
suffering from an incurable disease of the throat had already been
hopefully received.

It was in this atmosphere of deadly and unscrupulous personal
enmity that the Marconi episode was born.

Although the English company was the first of the companies
to be formed for the commercial development of the Marconi
invention., by the end of 1911 others had come into existence with
the same object in Russia, France, Spain, Canada, and the United
States. The American company had not been a success, and
its shares stood in the spring of 1912 at a discount. Moreover,
it was having difficulties with the United Wireless Company of
America, against which it had been obliged to embark upon litiga-
tion in order to prevent the infringement of certain of its patents.
The trial of this action had been fixed for March 25, 1912, and it
was for the purpose of being present at the hearing that Commen-
datore Marconi left England with Mr. Godfrey Isaacs on March 9
for New York, accompanied at his own request by Mr. Percy
Heybourn, a member of the Stock Exchange firm of Heybourn &
Croft, who were the largest jobbers in the Marconi market. The
party arrived in New York on the sixteenth, and Commendatore
Marconi and Mr. Isaacs were at once invited to attend on the same
evening the surprise banquet which had been organized in honour
of the great inventor by the New York Times. In the course of
the proceedings messages paying tribute to the genius of the chief
guest were received from England and read out to the company,
among them being the message from Sir Rufus, of which earlier
mention has been made. The text of these messages was made
public in the next day's issue of the New York Times, which was
legitimately concerned to acquire some kudos for itself as the
organizer of the banquet, and was reproduced at a subsequent
date in the Financial News of London.

Prior to his departure for America Mr. Godfrey Isaacs had
received a visit from a gentleman acting on behalf of the com-
mittee of shareholders in the United Wireless Telegraph Company,
then in liquidation, with the object of arriving at a settlement of
the pending action. At that stage the negotiations were abortive,
but on his arrival in New York Mr. Isaacs was again approached
from the same quarter. Realizing that the tangible assets of the
United Wireless Company covered practically the whole of the
wireless business of America, he was impressed with the great